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PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

The purpose is to promote school

readiness and improved learning outcomes of young children by providing
high quality professional development programs to improve the knowledge
and skills of early childhood educators and caregivers who work in early
childhood programs located in high-poverty communities and who serve
primarily children from low-income families.

TYPES OF PROJECTS

These professional development programs must provide primarily research-
based training that will improve early childhood pedagogy and will further
young children’s language and literacy skills to prevent them from
encountering reading difficulties when they enter school.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

The program purpose is to enhance the school readiness of young children,
particularly disadvantaged young children. In an attempt to prevent young
children from encountering reading difficulties once they enter school, the



= Advanced Search practice focused on early reading and cognitive development for both the
professional development activities and early childhood curricula.
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Furthermore, the program authorizes project partnerships to include an
entity with demonstrated experience in providing training to educators in
early childhood education programs concerning identifying and preventing
behavior problems or working with children identified as or suspected to be
victims of abuse. Allowable activities include, among others, professional
development to familiarize early childhood educators with the application of
recent research on child language and literary development and professional
development on working with children who have special needs, such as
those who are limited English proficient.
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